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How to write a curriculum
The past years have seen an interest in curriculum planning so that graduates whether doctors or scientists will be better equipped to meet the needs of the community they serve. The content of this report is a summary of an ASME booklet(
) which can be obtained from the Quality Assurance Centre, Medical Research Institute.
COMMUNITY NEEDS
Every community has specific needs.  Educational institutions and so their curriculum should be directed in meeting these needs. It is up to the institution, according to its capabilities, to chose one or more of these needs as their target educational product.
AIMS AND LEARNING OUTCOMESS OF A CURRICULUM

Each curriculum has to have an aim (target) preferably derived from the community needs. A curriculum can have several aims. Learning outcomes specify what the student should be able to demonstrate by the end of the course in order to fulfil the aim.

CONTENT

Curriculum content is the specific knowledge, skills, and attitudes required from the student to learn to be able to demonstrate the planned objectives.

CONTENT ORGANIZATION

In what order and by who will the content be covered?

EDUCATIONAL STRATEGIES

What educational concepts would you like to use in your curriculum?

	Student centred
	(
	Teacher centred

	Problem solving
	(
	Information gathering

	Integrated
	(
	Specialty

	Community based
	(
	Hospital based

	Elective
	(
	Standard

	Systematic
	(
	Opportunistic


New schools tend to be more left centred than traditional schools when planning educational strategies.

TEACHING METHODS
What methods of teaching will you use for each content?

Student grouping
whole class teaching





small groups



students on their own

Teaching tools

printed text, slides, audiotape,
film, videotape, overhead projector, computers, simulators, models, patients.

ASSESSMENT
Both student and course should be assessed.

Assessment techniques
Multiple choice questions, essay questions, short answers, patient management problems, modified essay questions, oral examinations, traditional clinical examinations, objective structural clinical examinations, reports by tutors or supervisors

Choice of assessor

External or internal assessor
Timing
Should assessment be continuous (in course), end-of-course or a mixture?

Standards
Should assessment be norm-based or criterion-based.

TEACHING ENVIRONMENT

Does the curriculum encourage a good environment of co-operation, self education, correctness, and social awareness?

MANAGEMENT
Who is responsible for planning, implementing and monitoring the process of curriculum development? Second, who is responsible for implementing and monitoring the newly established curriculum?



























�) Harden RM. Ten questions to ask when planning a course or curriculum. Medical Education. 1986;20:356 – 365.
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